LaCrosse, Wisconsin bowler Andy Mills won the Red Cedar Classic scratch bowling tournament, presented by Northtown Ford, held Saturday, January 11th, at Broadway Bowl in Menomonie.  Mills defeated top seed Brady Stearns, St. Cloud, MN, in the second championship match 225-220.
40 bowlers competed in the tournament, which was contested on an oil pattern created to challenge the field of some of the Midwest’s top bowlers.  

After six games in the qualifying round, St. Cloud’s Justin Schiffler lead the field with a total of 1293. 
The top ten bowlers after the six-game qualifying set advanced to the casher rounds, which consisted of three additional games.  Pin totals would carry into this round.  Stearns was able to vault into the top seed by rolling a three game total of 710.  Earning the top seed in the stepladder also meant that his challenger would have to win consecutive games against him, while Stearns would only need to win one game for the championship.

Mills arrived in the championship match with victories in the stepladder over Mankato bowler Pat Hovda 228-224, Clayton Mohr of Alexandria, MN, 209-208, and then the top qualifier Schiffler 258-184. 

Mills defeated Stearns 214-190 in the first game of the championship match.  In the second game, Mills held slight advantage, but a 7-10 split in the eight frame appeared to give the advantage to Stearns.  Spares in the 8th and 9th frames by Stearns allowed Mills back in the match, who had a strike in the 9th.  Stearns stepped up in the 10th knowing a double would force Mills to strike with his first ball in the 10th.  Stearns flushed the pocket, but a solid 8-pin stood.  Stearns converted the spare, but the door was open for Mills, who was able to finish 9-spare-9 and win the second game 225-220.  

Mills earned $825 for the championship, while Stearns earned $580 for his runner up effort.

